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BOROUGH  OF  FAVERSHAM. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority 

for  the  Year  1914. 


I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
on  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  and  the  health  of  its 
population  during  the  past  year  and  an  account  of  the  Sanitary 
work  done. 

The  Borough  of  Faversham  is  situated  to  the  north  of  the  main 
road  from  London  to  Dover  ; which  road  forms  its  southern  boundary  : 
the  western  boundary  is  formed  by  a stream  which  runs  from  this 
road  in  the  middle  of  Ospringe  and  falls  into  the  head  of  the 
Faversham  Creek  : the  Creek  itself  then  forms  the  boundary  as  far  as 
a small  branch  on  the  east  called  Thorn  Creek,  a line  running  from 
this  across  the  marshes  in  a southerly  direction  to  Love  Lane  and 
thence  to  the  main  road  forms  the  eastern  boundary,  and  completes 
the  circuit  of  the  Borough,  forming  an  area  of  rather  more  than  a 
square  mile  in  extent. 

This  includes  the  Parishes  of  Faversham  Within  and  Preston 
Within ; being  the  greater  part  of  the  Faversham  Parish  but  only  a 
small  part  of  Preston  Parish.  The  main  part  of  the  town  is  built 
on  a subsoil  of  clay  or  brick  earth,  some  of  it  on  chalk  ; over  some 
portion  of  this  the  brick  earth  has  been  removed,  and  so  lowering  the 
surface  : the  part  adjoining  the  Creek  is  flat  and  part  of  the  original 
marsh  : from  this  the  ground  rises  gradually  to  the  south. 

The  large  brickmaking  industry  has  declined,  and  this  in  its 
turn  has  diminished  the  amount  of  barge  traffic,  decreasing  the 
amount  of  employment  and  also  the  population,  as  many  have  had  to 
leave  the  town  in  search  of  other  work  ; outside  the  Borough  are 
powder  and  explosive  factories  which  employ  many  hands.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  these  have  become  busy  with  work  for  the  war, 
and  have  consequently,  attracted  work-people  to  some  extent  from 
outside  : other  occupations  in  the  Borough  are  seafaring  work  and 
work  at  the  two  Breweries. 


4 


STATISTICS  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 


The  number  of  Births  registered  was  229  : there  are  5 more  to 
be  added  to  these,  making  a total  of  234  nett,  giving  a birth-rate  of 
2P4  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  which  is  about  the  average  of 
the  last  six  years,  rather  below  last  year  which  was  23  8.  Of  this 
number  there  were  128  males  and  106  females,  13  of  the  total  births 
were  in  the  parish  of  Preston  Within  : of  the  whole  number  there 
were  14  illegitimate  births  as  against  18  in  the  previous  year,  only 
one  of  these  died  in  infancy. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  occurring  in  the  Borough 
during  the  past  year  was  136,  giving  an  uncorrected  death  rate  of 
12-4  per  1,000,  much  the  same  as  in  1913  when  it  was  12*3  ; the  nett 
rate  is  obtained  by  making  the  usual  corrections.  The  first  correction 
is  to  subtract  those  deaths  occurring  here  of  persons  not  belonging 
to  the  district,  these  numbered  7 last  year  of  whom  two  occurred  in 
the  Cottage  Hospital  and  one  in  the  Military  Hospital  at  the  Mount. 

On  the  opposite  side  there  are  38  deaths  to  add  to  the  total, 
being  those  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Borough  and  dying  outside  it ; 
this  total  is  largely  formed  of  the  deaths  of  aged  persons  in  the 
Union  Infirmary,  it  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Faversham  Union  Infirmary 
Kennaways  Isolation  Hospital 
Chartham  Asylum 
Other  Hospitals 
Faversham  Rural  District 
Other  Districts 


24 

2 

4 

3 

2 

3 


Total  38 


There  were  10  deaths  in  Public  Institutions  in  the  Borough,  8 
of  these  being  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  and  1 in  the  Mount  Hospital. 
Of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  9 occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Preston 
Within. 

The  nett  total  of  deaths  calculated  as  belonging  to  the  Borough 
in  1914  is  thus  167,  rather  higher  than  usual,  and  giving  a death-rate 
of  15  3 per  1,000  ; in  1913  there  were  only  29  outside  deaths  to  add 
as  compared  with  38  in  1914. 

There  were  only  3 uncertified  deaths,  two  of  these  being  infants 
under  1 year  of  age,  in  3 cases  inquests  were  held. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


The  actual  number  of  deaths  under  1 year  of  age  was  22  against 
15  in  the  previous  year,  giving  a rate  per  1,000  of  nett  births  of  94. 
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Infantile  Mortality  continued — 


Causes  of  Death. 

1914 

1913 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

1 

0 

Bronchitis 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

4 

2 

Premature  Birth,  &c. 

...  13 

11 

Other  Causes 

2 

1 

22 

15 

Uncertified  Deaths  ... 

2 

0 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants 

1 

2 

The  short  spell  of  hot  weather  is  shewn 

in  a slight 

increase  in 

deaths  due  to  diarrhoea,  otherwise  there  is  not  much  change. 

TOTAL,  CAUSES  OF 

DEATH 

• 

1914 

1913 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

1 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

Influenza 

3 

3 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

5 

2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

6 

10 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

7 

3 

Cancer 

11 

14 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

0 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

15 

10 

Respiratory  Diseases 

23 

17 

Appendicitis 

1 

0 

Nephritis 

7 

8 

Accidents  and  Suicides 

7 

8 

Premature  Birth  and  Congenital  Causes 

13 

11 

These  are  the  most  prominent  and  well  defined  causes  of  disease 

istered  : two  of  these  shew  a marked  increase,  viz.  : — 

■Heart  and 

Respiratory  Diseases  ; Cancer  shews  a small  decrease,  the  Tubercular 
Group  (including  Phthisis)  is  just  the  same  as  in  1913  ; the  Zymotic 
Group  of  diseases  totals  12  deaths  as  against  7,  there  were  70  deaths 
of  persons  of  the  age  of  65  and  upwards  as  against  71  in  1913. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  past  year  98  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been 
notified  to  me  under  the  Notification  Acts,  this  compares  favourably 
with  the  previous  year  when  the  number  was  129. 
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There  has  been  no  special  epidemic  of  any  one  disease  at  any 
period  of  the  year.  The  decrease  has  been  brought  about  almost 
entirely  by  a decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  ; the 
number  of  cases  of  other  diseases  remains  much  about  the  same. 

During  the  last  nine  months  of  the  year  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
has  been  added  to  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases. 

Removed  to 

Notified  Hospital 


1914 

1913 

1914 

1913 

Diphtheria 

39 

76 

31 

62 

Erysipelas 

16 

13 

2 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

16 

15 

13 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

5 

1 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

13 

10 

1 

4 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 

9 

0 

3 

Out  of  these  cases  there  were 

the  following  deaths  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  3 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  6 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  7 


Of  the  total  notified  cases  4 belonged  to  the  Parish  of  Preston 
Within. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  1 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Numerous  swabs  and  pathological  specimens  have  been  sent  to 
the  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory  at  Maidstone  for  investigation 
and  report,  chiefly  in  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Phthisis  ; the  results  are 
very  valuable  in  checking  or  confirming  the  diagnosis  in  doubtful 
cases  of  infectious  disease  and  so  enabling  cases  which  might 
otherwise  have  been  overlooked  to  be  isolated,  and  prevented  from 
being  a source  of  danger  to  others. 

The  Authority  have  supplied  doses  of  Antitoxin  for  use  in 
necessitous  cases  of  Diphtheria  outside  the  Hospital,  As  the 
majority  of  cases  have  been  removed  to  Hospital,  there  has  not  been 
a great  demand  for  this  during  the  past  year. 
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It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  close  either  entirely  or 
partially  any  of  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  on  account  of  out- 
breaks of  infectious  disease,  out  regular  inquiries  are  carried  out  in 
the  case  of  children  away  from  school  where  there  is  the  least  reason 
to  suspect  infectious  disease  : the  teachers,  also  refer  to  me  for 
immediate  examination  any  child  attending  school  who  presents  any 
suspicious  symptoms,  in  this  way  a large  number  of  cases  are 
examined  during  the  year,  and  if  only  a few  of  them  are  found  to  be 
in  an  infectious  state,  the  result  is  of  value  in  supplementing  other 
efforts  in  counteracting  the  spread  of  infection. 

Influenza  was  again  prevalent,  but  not  quite  so  freely  as  usual. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  year  it  was  the  immediate  cause  of  3 deaths 
and  probably  a secondary  cause  in  others  as  well  as  giving  rise  to  a 
large  amount  of  illness  and  incapacity  for  work. 


A large  proportion  of  the  infectious  cases  have  been  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Kennaways.  In  all  these  cases  disinfection 
has  been  carried  out  in  the  homes  after  removal,  and  in  other  cases 
after  the  termination  of  the  case,  exclusion  from  school  attendance 
has  been  enforced  on  other  children  in  the  house,  and  the  School 
Authorities  communicated  with  ; where  necessary  the  water  supply 
has  been  analysed  ; directions  have  been  given  as  to  the  prevention 
of  spread  of  infection  and  all  endeavours  made  to  trace  the  source  of 
the  complaint  : disinfectants  have  been  supplied  by  the  Authority  in 
necessary  cases. 

Some  cases  of  Phthisis  have  been  sent  away  for  Sanatorium 
Treatment.  The  County  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  has  been  open  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  and  cases  have  regularly  attended  there 
and  received  special  treatment  by  the  injection  of  Tuberculin  or 
other  methods. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Public  Water  Supply  of  the  Borough  is  from  the  reservoirs 
of  the  Water  Company  situated  a short  way  outside  the  Borough  in 
the  rising  ground  to  the  south  of  the  town  ; the  water  is  pumped 
from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk,  there  is  no  reason  to  suspect  any 
possibility  of  contamination  of  this  source,  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  water  is  good,  but  from  passing  through  the  chalk  it  obtains 
a large  amount  of  temporary  hardness  ; it  has  been  analysed  during 
the  year  and  favourable  reports  received. 

Two  samples  of  drinking  water  from  other  sources  have  been 
analysed  during  the  year,  and  in  each  case  the  report  showed  no 
adverse  results  ; therefore  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  close 
any  wells. 
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MILK. 

There  are  8 large  purveyors  of  milk  supplying  the  population, 
of  these  2 are  resident  in  the  Borough  and  6 outside  it ; there  are 
also  12  Milk-shops,  the  latter  do  not  store  milk  but  simply  receive 
their  quantity  twice  a day,  and  retail  it  immediately.  Being  kept 
among  other  articles  of  food  or  merchandise  it  is  very  necessary  that 
it  should  be  kept  covered,  in  many  cases  this  is  properly  carried  out, 
others  require  much  inspection  to  ensure  this  simple  precaution. 

There  are  2 groups  of  cow-sheds  in  the  Borough,  which  are  both 
kept  in  a satisfactory  manner,  the  arrangements  for  storage  of  the 
Milk  in  these  and  the  larger  dairies  are  quite  satisfactory. 

In  no  case  has  it  been  found  necessary  by  the  Council  to  prosecute 
any  Milk  Vendor  for  adulteration. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  & BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  9 premises  registered  as  Slaughterhouses  in  the 
Borough,  the  same  number  as  last  year,  and  18  Bakehouses  in  use 
which  is  a diminution  of  2 from  the  number  in  1913,  among  these 
there  is  1 underground  Bakehouse  and  3 Factory  Bakehouses,  i.e. 
those  which  come  under  the  Factory  Act  owing  to  the  fact  of 
machinery  being  employed  in  them. 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  every  attempt  made  to 
carry  out  the  Bye  Laws.  The  Slaughterhouses  are  in  many  cases 
accompanied  by  accumulations  of  stable  manure  ; this  is  not  in  itself 
an  injurious  material,  but  becomes  of  great  importance  when  we 
realise  that  it  is  the  chief  breeding  ground  of  flies,  which  multiply 
very  rapidly  and  come  to  maturity  very  quickly  ; we  are  now  able  to 
realise  in  a measure  the  active  part  that  flies  take  in  the  conveyance 
of  the  germs  of  disease ; therefore  it  is  extremely  important  to 
destroy  them  before  they  get  hatched  and  not  to  allow  the  existence 
of  these  favourable  propagating  areas.  It  is  necessary  to  remove  all 
accumulations  of  manure  very  quickly,  especially  during  the  hot 
weather  or  render  them  inhospitable  to  the  flies  by  covering  them 
with  a layer  of  earth  or  applying  paraffin.  A special  survey  of  the 
places  in  the  Borough  where  manure  was  kept  was  made,  and  orders 
given  for  speedy  removal  of  it,  which  measures  I hope  met  with 
some  success  and  should  be  repeated  this  year. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  Borough.  On  3 
premises  the  frying  of  fish  is  regularly  practised,  these  are  regularly 
inspected  and  are  found  to  be  kept  clean  and  all  endeavours  made  to 
prevent  any  nuisance. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  5 Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough,  3 of  them 
are  upon  licensed  premises  : these  are  under  the  Borough  Bye  Laws 
with  regard  to  ventilation,  overcrowding,  cleanliness  (including 
white-washing)  and  adequacy  of  sanitary  arrangements ; by  regular 
inspection  the  Bye-laws  have  been  found  to  be  carried  out,  and  they 
are  all  kept  in  good  condition. 

There  are  also  2 private  houses,  let  out  in  rooms,  as  lodgings, 
which  do  not  come  under  the  definition  of  a Common  Lodging 
House,  and  therefore  are  not  governed  by  these  Bye-laws  ; it  is  on 
that  account  not  so  easy  to  control  them,  and  they  are  not  so  well 
kept  in  spite  of  inspection. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


There  are  at  present 
inspection,  viz.  : — 

Factories  . . . 

Workshops 

Bakehouses 


129  of  these  premises  on  the  list  for 


23 

88 

18 


129 


Factories 

Workshops 


Inspections.  Written  Notices.  Prosecutions. 
65  1 0 

245  5 0 


310  6 0 


Defects  found. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  4 

Defective  Sanitary  Accommodation  1 
Insufficient  ditto  ditto  1 


Remedied. 

4 

1 

1 


Registered  Workshops  : — 

Dressmakers 
Bakehouses 
Bootmakers 
Others  ... 


6 6 


21 

18 

14 

53 


106 

One  underground  Bakehouse  is  in  use  and  is  kept  in  a satisfac- 
tory condition. 

The  occupations  carried  out  in  the  various  workshops  may  be 
classified  as  follows  : — 
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Dressmaking 

Millinery 

Tailoring 

Bakehouses 

Breweries 

Printers 

Wheelwrights 

Saddlers 

Cycle  repairers 

Carpenters  and  Builders 

etc. 


Basket-making 
Cabinet  do. 

Umbrella  do. 
Harness  do. 

Boot  do. 

Sail  do. 

Brush  do. 

Rag  sorting 
Wool  do. 

Monumental  Masons 
Coach  Builders 
etc. 


HOME  WORK. — The  home  work  carried  on  in  the  Borough 
is  not  very  extensive  or  important  ; it  is  chiefly  done  for  the  larger 
business  houses,  and  consists  mainly  of  alterations  and  repairs  to 
various  articles  of  wearing  apparel  ; the  conditions  under  which  the 
work  is  done  are  satisfactory.  It  has  been  necessary  to  send  out  4 
notices  to  occupiers  as  to  sending  in  the  lists  : 15  lists  have  been 
received,  referring  to  33  workpeople,  but  some  of  the  names  are 
duplicated  as  working  for  more  than  one  employer. 


HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

This  work  has  been  regularly  continued  under  my  direction,  and 
a large  area  of  the  town  been  inspected  and  returns  made  as  to  the 
sanitary  conditions. 


No.  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  246 

No.  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  0 

No.  of  houses  where  defects  were  found  ...  180 

Total  number  of  defects  found  ...  ...  417 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  . . 81 

Defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  328 

Defects  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  89 


This  is  independent  of  the  inspections  made  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  in  connection  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  Bye-laws, 
attending  to  nuisances,  investigating  cases  of  infectious  disease  and 
so  on.  In  carrying  out  this  part  of  the  work  very  many  inspections 
were  made  and  defects  discovered  and  remedied. 


This  work  will  be  found  in  more  detail  in  the  Report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  which  accompanies  this  Report. 
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SEWERAGE. 

The  new  system  of  sewerage  referred  to  in  my  last  Report  has  been 
in  working  order  most  successfully  during  the  whole  of  the  year  ; 
the  system  may  now  be  regarded  as  complete,  and  it  is  expected  that 
there  will  not  be  any  new  sewers  to  be  made  or  old  ones  relaid  at 
present. 

The  sewage  works  are  situated  near  the  Creek  below  the  town, 
and  just  inside  the  Borough,  hut  away  from  houses  ; the  effluent  has 
been  maintained  at  a satisfactory  level  of  quality.  The  sewers  in 
the  town  are  in  good  condition  and  well  ventilated  by  shafts. 

Most  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough,  excepting  parts  of  Preston 
and  Ospringe  have  water  closets,  but  only  a portion  of  those  are 
supplied  with  flushing  cisterns  and  a large  number  have  therefore  to 
depend  on  hand-flushing  which  is  not  so  satisfactory  and  does  not 
always  ensure  cleanliness. 


No.  of  houses  in  Borough  ...  ...  ...  2841 

No.  of  Freshwater  Closets  ...  ...  ...  2436 

No.  of  Privies  (moveable  receptacles)  ...  ...  22 

No.  of  Privies  (fixed  receptacles)  ...  ...  6 

Conversions  from  Privies  to  Water  Closets  ...  0 


The  scavenging  and  street  watering  are  done  by  the  Authority 
itself  under  the  management  of  the  Borough  Surveyor  ; the  refuse 
collected  being  carted  to  a depot  outside  the  Borough  and  burnt  there. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  three  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  Borough, 
viz.  : — the  Council  Schools  in  Ethelbert  Road,  the  District  Schools 
in  Church  Road,  and  the  Wesleyan  Schools  between  Preston  Street 
and  Newton  Road,  the  two  former  comprise  Boys,  Girls  and  Infants 
Departments,  the  latter,  Girls  and  Infants  only.  They  are  all 
supplied  with  water  from  the  town  mains  and  have  good  sanitary 
arrangements  and  satisfactory  drainage  systems  ; they  are  kept 
regularly  cleansed.  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  order  the 
closure  either  entire  or  partial  of  any  school  owing  to  prevalence  of 
infectious  disease. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION. — All  children  have  been  inspected 
on  entering  and  leaving  the  schools  or  at  the  age  of  13,  and  the 
results  entered  and  tabulated  and  full  report  presented  to  the 
Education  Committee. 
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1914 

1913 

Afternoons  Attended 

55 

39 

Children  Examined 

692 

493 

Serious  Defects 

111 

102 

Percentage 

16-0 

20-6 

The  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  is  caused  by  the  leaving 
examination  being  conducted  at  the  age  of  13  instead  of  14  as  in 
former  years,  next  year  the  work  should  be  less  again  ; the  percentage 
of  seriously  defective  children  is  lower  than  in  1913  ; besides  these 
children  many  more  were  suffering  from  slighter  and  less  urgent  defects. 

When  the  separate  defects  are  classified  it  is  found  that  the 
majority  of  them  affect  the  eyes  and  the  teeth,  both  of  which  organs 
are  very  necessary  to  the  health  and  efficiency  of  the  child  in  school 
life,  and  will  fail  them  also  in  after  years  if  not  attended  to  at  an 
early  opportunity. 

As  many  parents  pleaded  poverty  as  their  reason  for  not  having 
their  children’s  eyes  attended  to,  a scheme  was  drawn  up  and  passed 
by  the  Committee  for  assisting  in  the  provision  of  skilled  eye-testing 
and  proper  spectacles  for  these  children.  This  scheme  has  not  yet 
obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Central  Authority. 

RE-EXAMINATIONS’ — Lists  of  all  children  found  seriously 
defective  have  been  drawn  up  and  notice  given  to  parents  ; at  the 
end  of  two  months  the  children  have  been  examined  and  report  made 
to  the  Committee  as  to  the  action  taken. 

In  all  89  notices  were  sent  to  parents  ; when  the  time  came  for 
re-examination,  13  children  had  left,  and  as  far  as  could  be  ascertain- 
ed no  action  had  been  taken  in  their  case  at  time  of  leaving  : 76 
cases  were  re-examined,  and  of  these  17  only  had  been  remedied  or 
received  appropriate  treatment. 

OTHER  EXAMINATIONS.  — I have  also  made  83  other 
examinations  of  various  children  who  have  been  brought  to  my 
notice  by  the  Teachers  or  School  Attendance  Officers  for  special 
reasons  ; such  as  suspected  infectious  disease,  uncleanliness,  defective 
vision,  &c.  Some  of  these  examinations  have  been  at  the  schools, 
some  at  the  children’s  homes  and  some  at  my  own  surgery. 

MILITARY  MATTERS. 

In  the  middle  of  November  the  3rd  West  Lancashire  Brigade, 
R.F.A.,  numbering  about  900  men  and  officers  and  also  a large 
number  of  horses  wTas  stationed  in  Eaversham,  the  men  were  mostly 
billeted  in  certain  streets  of  the  town,  but  some  of  them  found  billets 
just  outside  the  Borough  boundary.  A cooking  and  feeding  station 
was  established  in  the  Recreation  Ground,  and  the  horses  were 
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placed  in  stables  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  Also  about  the  same 
time  two  companies  of  the  National  Reserve  Guard  were  settled  in 
the  Drill  Hall  and  Institute  respectively,  and  early  in  December 
another  company  took  possession  of  the  chapel  premises  in  Partridge 
Lane.  These,  including  officers,  formed  a total  of  nearly  400  men. 
In  connection  with  each  of  these  stations  latrines  had  to  be  formed, 
and  cooking,  washing,  and  sleeping  accommodation  provided. 


In  all  the  sanitary  questions  arising  out  of  these  new  arrange- 
ments I have  co-operated  with  the  Military  Authorities  and  their 
Medical  Officers  ; the  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  supervised, 
the  disposal  of  refuse  has  been  made  the  subject  of  special  calls  by 
the  Borough  Scavengers.  Where  so  many  men  are  congregated 
together  nuisances  can  easily  arise,  especially  in  hot  weather,  unless 
the  greatest  cleanliness  and  order  is  practised. 


The  men’s  billets  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  a 
special  look  out  has  been  kept  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  ; all 
notifications  have  been  communicated  to  the  Military  Authorities  in 
any  case  where  their  men  may  possibly  be  involved. 


The  provision  of  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  cases  is 
an  anxious  question,  especially  as  the  risk  of  smallpox  under  present 
circumstances  is  much  greater  than  usual,  and  we  have  also  the  risk 
of  cases  of  acute  epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  arising  ; a 
working  arrangement  is  proposed  with  the  Rural  Authority  to  avoid 
unnecessary  overlapping  and  expense  in  this  respect.  One  question 
likely  to  give  trouble  in  the  future  is  the  disposal  and  removal  of  the 
large  additional  amount  of  manure  created  by  the  increased  number 
of  horses  in  our  midst. 


Another  question  was  the  need  of  some  provision  for  the 
treatment  of  serious  accidents  and  acute  illness  (other  than  infectious) 
which  might  occur  among  this  additional  population,  as  the  Cottage 
Hospital  is  barely  sufficient  for  the  ordinary  needs  of  the  town. 
Fortunately  this  has  been  splendidly  met  by  the  V.  A.  D.  Hospital 
at  the  Mount,  in  an  excellent  situation  just  within  the  Borough. 
This  was  formed,  opened,  and  carried  on  by  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood of  Faversham  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  sick  and 
wounded  from  the  front,  and  while  carrying  out  that  object  success- 
fully is  also  doing  equally  good  work  in  receiving  and  attending  to 
the  numerous  urgent  cases  that  are  continually  occurring  among  the 
troops  in  our  midst. 


14 


INSPECTION. 

I have  made  systematic  inspection  throughout  the  Borough  at 
different  times  in  the  year,  and  also  a large  number  of  inspections  as 
occasion  arose  from  special  causes,  the  details  are  given  below  • — 


Workshops  ...  ...  ...  149 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  40 

Factories  , ...  ...  ...  41 

Milkshops,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  23 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  21 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  10 

Other  Premises  ...  ...  ...  51 


335 

Appended  to  the  report  .are  the  usual  tables  of  Vital  Statistics, 
which  supplement  it ; many  points  are  also  given  more  fully  in  the 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  which  is  also  printed  and 
accompanies  this.  In  drawing  up  my  Report  these  sources  of  infor- 
mation have  been  fully  considered. 

I beg  to  remain, 


April , 1915. 


CHARLES  J.  EVERS,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BOROUGH  OF  FAVERSHAM. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  year  ending 

December  31st,  1914. 


To  the  Mayor , Aldermen , and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Faoersham. 

Your  Worship  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  a report  of  the  work  of  my  department 
during  the  past  year. 

As  was  the  case  last  year,  a large  proportion  of  the  work  has 
been  in  connection  with  the  house-to-house  inspections,  made  under 
the  Housing  Acts,  which  have  again  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  a 
large  number  of  defects. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  proper  ash-bins  in  the  Borough 
still  remains  to  be  disposed  of,  no  improvement  having  yet  been 
effected  in  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  detailed  in  my  former  Annual 
Reports. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  various  matters  dealt  with 
during  the  year  : — 

HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT) 

REGULATIONS. 

Under  these  Regulations  246  houses  were  inspected  during  the 
year.  Of  this  number  180  were  found  to  be  defective  in  a greater  or 
less  degree. 

The  total  number  of  defects  found  was  417,  and  these  defects 
may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

(i a ) Structural  Defects  in  Houses. 


Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  72 

Defective  windows  ...  ...  ...  59 

Damp  walls  ...  ...  ...  43 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  43 

Insufficient  eaves  gutters  ...  ...  25 

Defective  eaves  gutters  ...  ...  22 

Defective  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  5 

Insufficient  lighting  ...  ...  ...  2 

Various  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


281 
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( b ) Drainage  and  other  Defects. 


Improperly  paved  yards  ...  ...  49 

Defective  sinks  and  waste  pipes  ...  25 

Houses  without  drains  ...  ...  20 

Defective  drains  and  gullies  ...  ...  13 

Defective  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  12 

Rainwater  pipes  to  drains  ...  ...  6 

Defective  flush  tanks  ...  ...  6 

Insufficiently  ventilated  W.C.’s  ...  2 

Foul  rainwater  tanks  ...  ...  2 

Mason  trap  ...  ...  ...  I 

136 


Total  ...  417 


The  portions  of  the  Borough 

Abbey  Place 
Nightingale  Road 
Cavour  Place 
Fielding  Street 
Island  Lane 
Providence  Place 
Cobden  Place 
Abbey  Brickfields 


dealt  with  during  the  year  were  : — 

Dodd’s  Court 
Partridge  Place 
Ospringe  Road  (part) 

Pettit’s  Row 
Preston  Village 
Cross  Lane 
Bank  Street 
Dorset  Place 


NUISANCES  BEAUT  WITH  UNBER  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1875-1907. 

The  following  is  a classified  list  of  these  : — 


Accumulations  of  manure,  etc 
Defective  drains  and  W.C.’s 
Choked  drains 
Foul  W.C.’s 
Defective  flush  tanks 
Dirty  dwellings 
Overcrowding 
Nuisances  from  animals 
Defective  sinks 
Defective  roofs,  etc.  ... 


47 

23 

16 

8 

5 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 


Total 


113 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  & DISINFECTION. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  Schools  in  the 
Borough  in  consequence  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  during  the 
year. 

In  making  inquiries  after  cases  of  infectious  disease,  I made  112 
visits  to  houses,  and  121  rooms  were  disinfected  by  formalin  spray 
and  fumigation. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  & MILKSHOPS. 

The  following  persons  are  now  on  the  register : — 


Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Purveyors  (resident  in  Borough)  ...  2 

Purveyors  (resident  outside  Borough)  ...  6 

Keepers  of  Milkshops  ...  ...  12 


Total  ...  22 


Thirty-two  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  number  or  occupation  of  these 
premises  during  the  year. 

Frequent  inspections  were  made  of  the  five  premises  on  the 
register  and  the  following  matters  were  dealt  with  : — 

Overcrowded  room  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drainage  defects  ...  ...  ...  2 

Unregistered  deputy  keeper  ...  ...  1 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  nine  Slaughter-Houses  in  the  Borough  and  434  visits 
were  paid  to  them  during  the  year. 

The  defects,  etc.,  found  were  as  follows  : — 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  offal  ...  23 

Lack  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  1 

One  ox  head  affected  with  tuberculosis  was  discovered  and 
destroyed. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  the  Analysts  during 
the  year  and  both  proved  satisfactory. 

No  wells  were  closed. 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS. 

There-  are  at  present  129  of  these  premises  on  the  register,  and 
310  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  six  defects  being  found 
and  remedied. 

The  premises  registered  may  he  classified  under  the  following 
headings  ; — 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  88 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  18 

Total  ...  129 

GENERAL  SUMMARY  showing  the  number  of  inspec- 
tions made , the  number  of  defects  and  nuisances  found , 
the  action  taken  and  the  results  of  such  action. 

INSPECTIONS. 

(a)  Primary  Inspections. 

Dwelling  Houses. 

Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 

Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  246 

After  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  112 

Drains,  W.C.’s,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  849 

Total  dwelling  houses  ...  1207 

Other  Premises. 

Milkshops,  Dairies,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  32 

Slaughter-Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  434 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Stables,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  436 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Total  primary  inspections  ...  2525 

( b ) Secondary  Inspections  of  all  classes  ...  ...  584 

Total  inspections  ...  ...  3109 
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DEFECTS  & NUISANCES  FOUND. 

Dwelling  Houses. 

During  inspections  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 

of  District)  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  417 

During  other  inspections  ...  ...  ...  113 

Total  dwelling  houses  ...  530 

Other  Premises. 

Factories,  Workshops,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  6 

Slaughter-Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  defects  found...  ...  564 

ACTION  TAKEN. 

Informal  Notices  Served. 

Respecting  defects  found  during  inspections  under 

Housing  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  81 

Under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

Total  Informal  Notices  ...  192 

No  Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  the  year. 

RESULTS. 

Defects  Remedied. 

As  a result  of  inspections  under  the  Housing  Regula- 
tions ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  328 

As  a result  of  other  inspections  of  all  classes  ...  141 

Total  defects  remedied  ...  469 

Defects  Outstanding  at  end  of  Year. 

In  bouses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Regulations...  89 

In  other  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  defects  outstanding  ...  95 

In  concluding  this,  my  Third  Annual  Report,  I beg  to  thank  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  also  Dr.  Evers, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  their  support  and  assistance  to  me  in 
the  execution  of  my  duties  during  the  year. 

1 am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  PARHAM, 

Mem.  R.  San.  Inst., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


' 


